Grade 4:
Previous Experience: Students know how to categorize items: Car(Chevrolet( Malibu. 

Animal( dog ( poodle.  Within each category, priests’ skills are needed. 

Lesson:  Have the students name activities/hobbies/things they like to do with their spare time. Write them on the board. Come up with many more examples than what they say; for example when they say sing: have them list all the ways they can be involved in music.   Next, have the students write down as many professions/jobs/careers as they can. Write them on another section of the chalk board.   

Priests and sisters are outside of these categories. These categories fall beneath that of priest/sister. At baptism the Lord is telling the person what his/her vocation is to be. That is the largest category. After the vocation has been discovered, then the person decided how he is called to live out that vocation/ his job or ministry.  Once one knows his job/ministry and does that, then he finds time for his activities, interests and hobbies, the third category.  

For example:  a person may want to be a doctor.  Fine, married people and single people can be doctors. So can a priest or a religious sister. They will more than likely be called to the missions, but all priests are called to be a doctor of souls.  Then, maybe that same boy wants to play soccer and basketball.  You can play any sport you like and be a priest or a sister.  

There are some important jobs/ministries set aside for priests that are called apostolates.  First, apostolate of being a sacramental minister. Father is the one who anoints, absolves people of their sins and offers the Eucharist.  Second, preaching: Father is the one who has a conversation with Jesus about the readings and then Father tells the congregations about the conversation just had. That conversation that is shared with the people about the readings that the priest had with Jesus is what the homily is about.  The priest has to know a lot about those readings and a lot about his people he ministers to to make the homily mean anything to his people.   Third, he is the one who brings Christ to the people first at Mass, then outside of Mass by visiting people in their homes, in the nursing homes, hospitals, prisons, and other places where a person cannot get to mass, but wants to receive Jesus in the Eucharist.  He brings Christ to the people in the Eucharist, but also brings Christ to them in his very self.  He is not to simply give them Eucharist and leave, there is visiting that must take place as well. This is important.  

So, first category is vocation which is Priest. Second category is his apostolate: how he lives his life as a priest: sacramental minister, preacher, bringing people Christ, and third, what his hobbies are.  We talk about his hobbies not because it is important, but so that you know that you can have hobbies…. Your hobbies and still be called to the priesthood.  You can have your desires for what job you want to have and still be called to the priesthood.  God gave you those desires and hobbies and knows if you are being called to the priesthood (boys) or religious life (girls).
